
KS4 Fiction Reading List 
All the books in this reading list can be found in our school library. Students can 

find a wide variety of reading lists (genre, subject, key stage) on their Reading 

Cloud account. 

Book Title Author Genre 

 

A Court of Thorns 
and Roses (series) 

Sarah J. Maas Fantasy, romance, 
magic 

 

A Thousand Splendid 
Suns 

Khaled Hosseini Historical fiction, 
war, female 
friendship 

 

Ace of Spades Faridah Àbíké-
Íyímídé 

Mystery, thriller, 
LGBTQ+, 

institutionalised 
racism 

 

The Agathas Kathleen Glasgow Mystery, thriller, 
teen 

 

Americanah Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adiche 

Feminist, 
immigration, Nigeria, 

romance 

 

The Art of Being 
Normal 

Lisa Williams LGBTQ+, romance, 
teen 

 

The Beekeeper of 
Aleppo 

Christy Lefteri War, refugee, loss 

 

The Bell Jar Sylvia Plath Feminist, mental 
health, semi-

autobiographical 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/18577800.Faridah_b_k_y_m_d_
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/18577800.Faridah_b_k_y_m_d_


 

The Black Flamingo Dean Atta Poetry, LGBTQ+, 
race 

 

The Bloody Chamber Angela Carter Short stories, horror, 
feminist retelling, 

gothic 

 

Boys Don’t Knit T.S. Easton Comedy, teen, 
young offender 

 

Burn Patrick Ness Fantasy, dragons, 
historical fiction 

 Children of Blood 
and Bone (series) 

Tomi Adeyemi Fantasy, magic, 
romance 

 

Circe Madeline Miller Greek mythology, 
feminist retelling, 

fantasy 

 Clap When you Land Elizabeth Acevedo Poetry, teen, 
LGBTQ+ 

 

Concrete Rose Angie Thomas Gangs, race, teen 
parent, social justice 

 

Crazy Rich Asians Kevin Kwan Romance, comedy, 
super-rich 

 

The Cruel Prince 
(series) 

Holly Black Fantasy, magic, 
romance 



 

Daisy Jones & the Six Taylor Jenkins Reid Music, historical 
fiction, romance 

 

The Dark Descent of 
Elizabeth 

Frankenstein 

Kiersten White Horror, retelling, 
historical fiction 

 

Dear Martin Nic Stone Race, social justice, 
police brutality 

 

Delirium (series) Lauren Oliver Dystopia, sci-fi, 
romance 

 

Divergent (series) Veronica Roth Dystopia, sci-fi, 
romance 

 

Dune (series) Frank Herbert Sci-fi, fantasy, space 
opera 

 

The Fault in Our 
Stars 

John Green Romance, terminal 
illness, teen 

 

The Firekeeper’s 
Daughter 

Angeline Boulley Mystery, thriller, 
indigenous 

 

Frankenstein Mary Shelley Sci-fi, horror, gothic, 
classic 

 

The Gilded Ones 
(series) 

Namina Forna Fantasy, magic, 
feminist 



 

A Good Girl’s Guide 
to Murder (series) 

Holly Jackson Mystery, thriller, 
crime 

 

Shadow and Bone 
(series) 

Leigh Bardugo Fantasy, magic, 
romance 

 

Half of a Yellow Sun Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adiche 

Historical fiction, 
war, Nigeria 

 

The Handmaid’s Tale Margaret Atwood Dystopia, sci-fi, 
feminist 

 

The Hate u Give Angie Thomas Race, social justice, 
police brutality 

 

The Island of Missing 
Trees 

Elif Shafak Historical fiction, 
fantasy, romance 

 

The Kite Runner Khaled Hosseini Historical fiction, 
Afghanistan, war, 

regret 

 

The Miseducation of 
Cameron Post 

Emily M. Danforth LGBTQ+, romance, 
identity 

 

More Than This Patrick Ness Dystopia, sci-fi, 
LGBTQ+ 

 

My Sister’s Keeper Jodi Picoult Drama, teen, ethical 
dilemma, terminal 

illness 



 

Noughts and Crosses 
(series) 

Malorie Blackman Dystopia, romance, 
race 

 

The Perks of Being a 
Wallflower 

Stephen Chbosky Teen, coming-of-age, 
romance, mental 

health 

 

Punching the Air Ibi Zoboi & Yusef 
Salaam 

Poetry, social justice, 
race 

 

The Road Cormac McCarthy Dystopia, sci-fi, post-
apocalyptic 

 

The Shining Stephen King Horror, thriller, 
paranormal 

 

Six of Crows (series) Leigh Bardugo Fantasy, adventure, 
romance, LGBTQ+ 

 

The Tattooist of 
Auschwitz 

Heather Morris Historical fiction, 
WWII, Holocaust, 

romance 

 

We Hunt the Flame Hafsah Faizal Fantasy, magic, 
romance 

 

We Were Liars E. Lockhart Mystery, thriller, 
romance, teen 

 

Where the 
Crawdads Sing 

Delia Owens Historical fiction, 
mystery, romance 

 


